Legal principles, legal values, and legal norms are essenti ally part of the same noti on. Oft en in legal literature, legal principles are considered to be legal norms, general legal norms, legal values etc. In fact, legal principles are just legal norms that diff erent from the latt er are legal norms of general applicati on that ignore specifi c legal facts. They can be considered as basic norms that represent the general consensus on basic society understandings. As such they are also kinds of default rules of behavior. From this perspecti ve, the legal principles are rules of human behavior that used to be considered as just, before the law started being writt en. Thus, legal values would be considered a more general legal norms vis-à-vis legal principles and legal norms. Nonetheless, the coexistence of these three noti ons shows the complexity of their correlati on and gives us an initi al idea on what we will go through in out att empt to perform of comparati ve analysis between them.
Introduction
The importance of legal principles as one of the most important sources of law is well recognized and emphasized in the legal theory. Nevertheless, the noti on of legal principle remains sti ll disputable and for many is not sti ll clear. Indeed, the noti ons of legal principle, legal value, general legal norm and legal norm are very confounding noti ons for many. In additi on, classifying legal principles and making the comparati ve analysis between these noti ons in att empt to reach a conclusion on reasonable noti ons includes diff erent levels of cogniti ve complexity. Thus, the main purpose of this paper will be to analyze the noti ons of legal principle, legal value, and legal norm from a comparati ve point of view.
Legal principles
The presence of principles among the normati ve resources used by the law has long been perceived by legal doctrine and even explicitly stated in legislati on. 1 The noti on of general principles of law has become familiar in conti nental legal theory as one of the sources of law, either formally listed as such, or substanti vely present in promulgated law, or both. 2 The defi niti on of a legal principle is very diffi cult, since principles someti mes are considered to be legal norms, someti mes to be general legal norms, someti mes are be considered as standards upon which legal rules should be based. Any att empt to defi ne the noti on of a legal principle involves a lot of analysis and issues to be considered before reaching any defi niti on. However, the easiest way to defi ne a legal principle or a legal noti on is by understanding fi rst the linguisti c meaning of the word or the expression. In our case, the linguisti c meaning of the word principle as a noun would be, 3 Form this point of view a legal principle is defi ned as a prevailing standard or set of standards of behavior or judgment assumed to be just standards of behavior for a society or for the enti re humanity. Moreover, a legal principle would be understood also as basic norm from which derive other norms. Just like Kelzen described the Consti tuti on as the basic norm, in fact the Consti tuti on would be defi ned also as a body of legal principles that defi ne the content and the form of all other legal norms. This idea is similar to defi niti on of the Joseph Raz (1972, 824 n4) that classifi es legal principles and legal rules as general legal norms, allowing for the existence both of parti cular legal norms and of other legal standards that are not norms (because they do not guide behavior directly). 4 Regardless of any minor diff erence, we should keep in mind that both legal rules and legal principles are legal norms, since both provide standardized manners of behavior for subjects of law. The sole possible diff erence would be the nature of the norm of behavior they provide. In case of legal principle, the norm has a general nature and serves as a generalized standard of judgment for undetermined number of cases that imply the applicati on of the general norm. Meanti me, in case of legal rule, the norm of behavior is applicable just in well defi ned circumstances or relati onships and can not serve a generalizati on standard of judgment. Thus, legal principles are just legal norms, but diff erent from legal rules, principle are norms of general applicati on that do not take into account specifi c legal facts. 5 By being a kind of basic norms, the legal principles represent the general consensus on basic society understandings. They are a kind of default rules of behavior that cannot be changed by a just ad hoc decision of any state body, but sole through a generally taken decision that would not be against the reason. From this perspecti ve, the legal principles are rules of human behavior that used to be considered as just before the law started being writt en. These rules of behavior that we consider today as principles were so important for humanity at the ti me when the human beings started writi ng the law that was not considered necessary to write them down, since they were all well memorized in people' mind and they sti ll conti nue to be learned and considered by humanity as legal maxims through people' collecti ve memory.
Types of legal principles
What is interesti ng to underline in regard to legal principles, is the fact that legal principle are almost the same in all legal systems of the world. This shows the very true nature a legal principle as universal legal maxims. At the end, the human idea on justi ce and law is universal since it derives primarily from human reason. Classifi cati on of legal principle is quite diffi cult since as we menti oned above, the principles are norms of general nature as such by being general norms is very diffi cult to make any classifi cati on of legal principle based on rati onal factors or characteristi cs. One of the fi rst disti ncti ons can be made based on the nature of rule that a legal principle proclaims. According to this criterion, legal principles could be classifi ed as substanti ve legal principles providing a substanti ve norm of behavior and procedural legal principles. Example of these principles would be: Ignoranti a legis neminem excusat "the ignorance of the law does not excuse" vis-à-vis Actori incumbit onus probandi "The burden of proof lies on the plainti ff ". Another disti ncti on can be made into: Internati onal law legal principle and domesti c law legal principles. Although, internati onal law legal principles are merely those recognized in domesti c law 6 , yet there are some legal principles that are applicable or at least are used only in internati onal law. Meanti me, based on diff erent levels of cogniti ve complexity, Legal principle can be classifi ed into:
Basic legal principles. These principles represent general or common widely ac-1.
cepted understandings of people on law as just (jus) and law as lex. One of the basic legal principles is "proporti onality". This principle embodies in itself the basic standard for delivering justi ce since is defi nes the basic criterion to judge upon a confl ict of rights, what is at the end the true functi on of justi ce system. The principle of proporti onality is a key principle also for the internati onal law where the doctrine of proporti onality is one of the key judgment standards.
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Composite Legal Principles: Comparati vism 2.
7 -Comparati vism is a composite legal principle because it requires a higher level "chunking" of previously acquired legal knowledge and is also "portable" because it carries across various jurisdicti ons, doctrines and legal professions. Comparati vism can be used as an ex-post move to butt ress a legal conclusion that is reached through classic doctrinal reasoning. In summary, comparati vism is a composite principle because it requires a second degree of "chunking" of legal knowledge. 8 Complex Legal Principles: Arbitrage 3.
9 -Arbitrage is a complex legal principle because it requires a yet higher degree of "chunking" of legal knowledge than the principles studied above are probably used less frequently and by more expert legal thinkers. As with the principles studies above, arbitrage is "portable" because it is common across jurisdicti ons, doctrines and legal professions. 10 Another disti ncti on between legal principles can be done based on their theoreti cal and legal important in terms of legal prevalence or legal principles hierarchy. As I menti oned above, legal principles are simply legal norms, since the norms are the basic element of a legal system. All the other elements are derivates of legal norms. As such, legal principle within themselves can be further classifi ed into diff erent categories based on their hierarchical order. From this perspecti ve, the consti tuti onal principles as the basic principles of the enti re system of legal principles are the fundamental source of other principles. Such principles are known also as basic legal principle, since they are the basic general norms upon which is built the enti re legal system. Consti tuti onal principles are the most important legal principles because they defi ne the content and the meaning of all other legal norms, including consti tuti onal norms. Since consti tuti onal principles are also the source for the rest of consti tuti onal norms they can be interpreted and understood just in the context and in the light of the Consti tuti onal main principles. In second order are classifi ed the ordinary legal principles. However, from this point of view just as legal norms or laws are in this sense extensions of basic norm or the Consti tuti on (norms), legal principle are also extensions of consti tuti onal principles.
Nonetheless, we should also underline that the idea to classify legal principles is a recent in world's jurisprudence and does not imply at least for the moment any real value as a daily used approach, but rather can be generally used as a powerful tool in legal reasoning.
The practical use of legal principles
Legal principles are one of the most useful legal sources not form the perspecti ve of the high rates of their use as legal source, but rather because of their important role as generalizati on standards used to reason upon the validity of other writt en sources such as laws and subordinate laws. Moreover, legal principles are the only available source of law for judges when dealing with relati onships not regulated by any positi ve writt en law. Since at Ancient Rome, judges were not allowed to deny delivering justi ce based on the argument that there was no law regulati ng the relati onship in dispute. Even in today's domesti c modern legislati ons is foreseen that the court cannot refuse to consider and make a decision on cases that presented to it for considerati on on the ground of lack of law, it being incomplete, contradictory or unclear.
11 In additi on in the area of Internati onal Law and internati onal justi ce system, principles have a great importance one of the main primary sources of law as well as peremptory norms of general internati onal law. General Principles of law recognized by civilized nati ons 12 consti tute in most of cases peremptory norms of general internati onal law known as jus cogens. These norms according to the Vienna Conventi on on the Law of Treati es Arti cle 53, serve as standards for assessing the validity of an internati onal treaty, which is void if, at the ti me of its conclusion, it confl icts with a peremptory norm of general internati onal law. For the purposes of the present Conventi on, a peremptory norm of general internati onal law is a norm accepted and recognized by the internati onal community of States as a whole as a norm from which no derogati on is permitt ed and which can be modifi ed only by a subsequent norm of general internati onal law having the same character. 13 The applicati on of legal principle along with legal norms or in absence of legal norm is decided by courts ex aequo et bono.
14

Fundamental Human Rights as legal principles
Human Rights known also as fundamental rights are natural rights that nature has given to all human beings and are inseparable, undividable and inalienable from human beings. Human rights are vital, necessary and indispensable to a modern society, which without them would be unable to functi on and can not be developed. 15 Human society would have no guarantees that individuals who gave up their natural rights would conti nue to enjoy their rights in the organizati on that they created, called the state, without determining their rights and obligati ons between them and the state, but also between each other. 16 Indeed, the dominant noti on of Human Rights relies on the theory of natural rights: human rights are indivisible rights on individuals, based on 
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their nature as human beings (moral persons), they protect these potenti al att ributes and holdings that are essenti al for a worthy life of human beings. In other words, human rights are the rights that someone enjoys just by being a man. Therefore, they imply strong moral 'prima facie' obligati ons, even beyond the borders of the state." 17 From another point of view, Professor Curti s F.J. Doebbler, defi nes human rights as "the main requests that individuals make to their own government, whose legiti macy is oft en based on its ability to provide a proper answer to these requests." 18 Meanti me, from the perspecti ve of jurisprudence and legal history, human rights could be defi ned also as the basic and the very fi rst legal norms that were ever produced by human beings at the ti me of state creati on. Thus, Human Rights as the very fundamental norms of original social contract can be considered as the basic source of other legal norms. As a consequence of the universal value of human rights as universal judgment standards on the validity of state legiti macy and also on the state law, fundamental human rights can be considered also as legal principle inter alia, because they impose to individuals and government general standardized behavior manners in an identi cal way as the legal principle impose general standardized meanings and understandings to other legal norms.
Legal values as legal principles
Three of the main legal values of a legal system are order, justi ce and freedom. 19 The order represents the social peace between the members of human society, guaranteed by norms of behavior imposed by what known as law. Thus, the order could be identi fi ed also with the noti on of rule of law, since in a given society the order will prevail as long as the law will be enforced, because by enforcing the law, people behave according to generalized standard manners, and in additi on the enforcement of law guarantees to people also justi ce and bett er preserves their freedom that would be threaten by the irresponsibility of people who disobey the law. 20 In one hand the law is the one who limits the natural freedom of man, since it imposes norms of behavior that imply to man the obligati ons to do something, not to do something or to leave up to his will what to do; on the other hand the is also the social tool of control that bett er preserves the freedom of a man, since without the law, man would lose his freedom, because of the other men interferences or as a result of confl ict between his freedom and others freedoms. The equilibrium that maintains an acceptable human justi ce between men freedoms is guaranteed only via and by law. In additi on, we should be aware that there are also more legal values that what are present in world's legal systems. In fact, most of legal values are humanity universal values and therefore they have the same value in all legal systems regardless of diff erences among them. Nevertheless, taking into account that legal values are some kinds of general, basic and framework norms upon which a legal system is built, the legal values would be nothing more or less that what we have already presented as legal principles. In fact, legal values of a legal system can be indenti fi ed also with the main characteristi cs of a legal system, as such they outline the foundati ons of a legal system and thus, they are at the same ti me legal principles.
